
SOME NEW BOOKS.

Th Story ei a Great Publl'Mng House.

All writing people and all reading people
hare reason to be grateful that It has
been put Into the heart of Mr. J. IIrnut
HAHPEn to write the history of The House
of Barper. (Harpers). If a reading
American were asked to name the moBt

illustrious J.nd important of American
publishing houses ho might reasonably
hesitate. His nnswet slight depend upon
his age and his habitat. If ho were "a
man of Boston rnlsln" aud over fifty
he would bo very apt to tianio Tiol:nor
and Fields, In grateful recollection of
tho littlo brown twelvemos In which ho
had first made tho acquaintance of Tenny-
son, of Emerson, of Hawthorne, of Holmes,
of Longfellow, of Lowell, of ever so many
more, Perhaps oven yet no other
American houso can show such a "list,"
atleast In poetry and belles lettres. There
are other Boston houses, homo of them
still extant, which might occur to him.
Tho convlncod N'ew Yorker might plausi-
bly urgo tho claims of tho original pub-
lishers of Irving and Cooper. A reader
whose interests wero mainly Bolcntlfla
might name another New York houso.
But tho oomraon American reader would
without much doubt give his vote for
Harper A Brother. Even the bcllet-rlstl- o

oldster Just cited would recall
his tenderness for the octavos in brown
paper which constituted "Harper's Li-

brary of Select Novels." And no American
reader could possibly fall to recall with
gratitude, the buff cover and the columns
crowned with cherubs scattering flowers
and soap bubbles whloh donated what
Trollop In his tour of the United States
fifty years ago called "tho ubiquitous
Harper,' of which magazine tho present
Charles Francis Adams said that a set of
It was as wholesome and Inviting a pabu-

lum As he knew of for tho general literary
diet of the young.

"The House la already Bearing its
oentury. being an advanced nonagena-
rian. The circumstance that its present
historian, although he has been connected
with the house, mostly in conspicuous
capacities, for more than forty y?ars,
la yet of Its third generation, suggests
an Institution well enough established to
be fairly called venerable, especially as
mercantile establishments go In this
country. There was apparently no over-
mastering bent toward "literature In

the two eldest eons of Joseph Harper of
Long Island, himself of tho next genera-
tion after the first settler of the name,
that they took to tho printing trade rather
than to any other. It doubtless offered
a better chance for a living than tilling
the paternal and grandpatemal acres,
whloh held out but slendor promises.
Long afterward, when George William
Curtis on one of his weekly visits to Frank-
lin Square, being disappointed of the In-

terview on which ho had counted with the
then Head of the House, or of the Literary
Department, of tho second generation
thereof, who was laid up with an attack
of gout, expressed a playful resentment
at the notion of anybody deriving that
oomplaint from "a line of Methodist farm-
ers on Long Island." The first book
which bears the Imprint of "J. A J. Harper
us printers was published by Duycklnck,
dated 1817 and entitled "Seneca's Morals."
The two elder brothers, just "out of their
time," wero tho llrm, the two younger,
who worked as compositors on this llrst
cautious effort, were presently to come out
of theirs and to change the llrm name
and style to "Harper A Brothers," ex
plained by one of them to moon that the
particular one to whom a stranger ad
dressed himself was In bis turn tho "Har
per" and the other three the "Brothers."
The pleasantness of brethren dwelling
together In unity has never been more
fully illustrated. So complete was tho
mutual trust of tho brothers and partners
that In the early days of tho firm no ac-

counts were kept between the brothers,
Each drew from tho till what he Imme
diately requlrod and the remainder was
the common fund. It Is even amazingly
recorded that not until lb60 woro the ac
counts of tho partners kept distinct. Up

to that time each brother was Ignorant
how much money tho other three drew
from the concern."

The second book printed by tho brothers,
the first that could bo called a publishing
venture, was an edition of "Locke on the
Human Understanding," and hero tho
hpeculatlve element was reduced to a
minimum. Each bookseller who agreed
to take a hundred copies had the prlvi
lege of having his name, or well as that
of the "publishers." printed on their
title pages. Even so the edition was of
only 800 copies. The "orders wero can-
vassed for in advance, and If they did
not promise some profit the proposed re-

print was abandoned. Neither "Seneca's
Morals" nor Locko's "Essay" was au excit-
ing publication or promised to tw a "best
seller," but only a book that was suro to
hell, in moderation and In time. The
"Waverley Novels came out, or rather
their American vogue began, at just
about the time the Harpers embarked
in business. The success of on exclusive
reprint was assured beforehand.

could not bo secured. There
was no more "trade courtesy In those
days than there was copyright. Priority
was all that could bo honed, and priority
was as eagerly sought by the book print-er- a

as it ever was afterward In like cases
by the competitive newspapers. Mes-

sengers boarded Incoming ships forcoploB
of the new novel; It was "rushed" In the
composing room and marketed at the
earliest moment. Mr. Harper says that

Peveril of the Peak" was thus on sale
within twenty-fou- r hours after tho arrival
of tho "copy," which compares favorably
In point of time with any later records In
the same kind.

But more extensive and Important pub-
lishing enterprises than these "beats"
were needed to establish a firm. The
first of these was, perhaps, "Harper's
Sohool Dlstrlot Library," school district
libraries having been authorized In New
York by law, and the patronage of tho
State for this particu.ar library secured
by the tact and alertness of Fletcher
Harper, aided by tho friendliness of
Thurlow Weed. "Harper's Family L-
ibrary" followed, or possibly preceded,
Uoth these berlos wero "serious und
necessarily excluded fiction. When tho
time was ripo for a similar series of works
of fiction tho experienced skill of tho
firm In securing early reprints of British
novels whloh gave good hope of Amerl
ran popularity, supplemented as it came
to bo by tho personal relations thay had
.uccoeded in forming with British au-

thors, put "Harper's Library of Scleot
Vovelr far In advunce of any possible
competition, and this advantage they
retained nveh down to tho "Franklin
Square Library" of tho eighties, In which
they had to competu with issues
hotii cheap and hasty, 111 printed on
wretched paper, and often not proofread
t all. The Franklin Bqtiaro Library

was almost as rheap and was not nasty
at all, Another serlul issue was that

of the "Handy Volumes, whloh may still
be found on some book shelves, as for
that matter may bo some numbers of the
Franklin Squaro Library. "Reading,
other than cither proofreading or tho
final reading of tho consumer, was a
large factor In the success of all these
series, so far as they wero successful.
By tho time tho Franklin Square Library
was launohed it had como to be thor-
oughly understood on tho other sldo that
tho Harpers would pay better for what
they wanted than any other American
house, and they had no difficulty In ob-

taining advance copies from which to
Judgo.of tho prolmbln suitableness of tho
book In question to tho American mar-
ket. Hut of courso It was a great come-
down from tho 75 cents of tho "Select
Novels" to the 15 or tho "Franklin Squaro"
or even to the 25 of tho "Handy Volumes."
There was Very littlo In reprinting
after It had been cheapened to tho utmost,
and tho serial libraries had been aban-
doned beforo tho copyright law was
passed.

Tho position of tho llnrpers was so
conspicuous that they wero represented
In tho British press ns tho chief enemy
of tho British author nnd tho chtof lo

In the way of International copy-
right. Distinctly, there were two sides
to tho "International copyright" ques-
tion In thoso days. It wnn by no means
tho naked "moral issuo." In fact, tho
British sldo of tho controversy was largely
conducted by tho British publishers, nnd
to them tho acknowledgment of a British
author's right to lx) paid for his work by
those who profited by it was equivalent
to a British monopoly of tho American
publishing market. Dickens's efforts for
copyright, when he was hero In 1842,

wero very 111 Judged. An evangelist
oanying on a crusade In behalf of his
own pocket is unlmprelve, oven If he
happen to le In tho right. The Harpers
wero tho loading reprlnters, therefore
they wero the loading "pirates." When
Thackeray went to dino with ono "or them
in Now York ho picked up tho littlo
daughter of tho houso and kissed her.
exclaiming "And this Is a Pirate's Daugh
ter." As a matter of fact tho then head
of the houso wrote, whllo tho copyright
agitation of thirty years ago was at its
height, that his firm had paid out J250.OO0

for advance sheets of British works.
Mr. Harper gives sorao Interesting speci-
fications. Tho firm paid, In somo cases
for serial publication, in all cases for
mere priority. $0,250 to Dickens for "Oreat
Expectations." $2,400 to Thackeray Tor
"Tho Virginians." to Trollopo $3,500 for
"Sir narry Hotspur." to Charles Kendo
$.1,000 for "A Woman Hater," to Wllklo
Collins $3,750 for each of three novels, to
Oeorgo Eliot $7,500 for "Daniel Doronda."
to Maoaulay $3,250 for tho "History and
to Trovelyan or his agent $1,000 for tho
"Life and Letters." promptly reprinted
at a lower prlco in deflnnco of "trade
courtesy." It is interesting to note how
much of a substituto this trado courtesy,
that Is to say tho understanding that
British authors belonged to tho first

was among the recogni7ed pub-
lishers for a legal acknowledgment of
the author's right. It was only through
this that American publishers were ablo
to pay British authors Bums so consider-
able as those just enumerated. It is
also noticeable what excellent personal
and social relations tho chief American
"pirates" managed to maintain with the
leading British authors. This was of
courso due to tho social qualifications of
tho publishers, und especially of tho
litorary "heads of tho house," of Fletcher
in the first generation, of "Brooklyn Jo"
In the second, an excellent tradition of
hospitality and geniality continued, if it
bo allowed to mention It, by tho present
hlbtorinn in tho third. The "Harper din-

ners" wero always worth attending. One
of tho most notablo of them, though
strictly confined to "tho House.." was tho
sendon given to James It. Osgood on hia
going to represent tho houo in London,
for which occasion W M .Uiffati, then tho
art manager, furnished tho wild litorn-tur- o,

hero quoted, of tho menu.
Tho general aspect of the greutbutldlng

which housed all departments and ac-

tivities of tho (inn was by no means gay
and It'Mive. within or without. The
building was erected just ufter tho fire
of lS3."j, which seemed to "ruin,"
but from which the llrm emerged liko tho
bird it were to bo too trite to name. Se-

curity against (Iro was the point most
insisted on In its construction, and this
was as nearly complete as then, or as pos.
slhly now, itcould bo made. Tho Interior
construction of brick arches turned bo
tween rolled iron floor beams was employed
In it for tho first time. Hnt tho interior
was severely plain, and the only ornament
of the exterior, except tho imitation In
metal of columns of masonry, was tho
statuo of Benjamin Franklin, which
naturally tended to perpetuate tho natural
popular error that tho square was named
after hlra, Instead of being named, ns
It was, after a merchant of Colonial times,
Walter Franklin, who lived at one corner
of It, and whose house, at 1 Cherry
street, was occupied by Washington
when he came on to bo inaugurated Presi
dent, as tho most suitable mansion that
New York could furnish for tho Chief
Magistrate. In the late '70s, however.
ono corner of tho counting room floor
was partitioned olT and mado to nfesumo
an aspect as genial and hospitable as that
of tho rest was baldly businesslike. Tho
room accruing wus -- ery handsomely
fitted and furnished, thero was a frieze of
votive panels by "our artists," and tho
ample fireplace bore an inscription com
posed by Mr. Curtis;
My flame eiplres; hut let trim heart pus cm

An unciUtiiculthtd torch from Mre to ton,
a neat allusion to the handed on torch
which, with Its Oreek motto, formed
the emblem of the houso and decorates
many a title page and the cover of the
present volume,

The cultivation of cordial relations
with Us foreign authors proved to bo
excellent business. When the firm wa9
ferociously attacked in tho London Allien
aum, at a time when "international copy
right had become a burning question,
for "Insulting unknown" and "insulting
and robbing known authors" a protest,
sotting forth that "whenever it is u ques-
tion of acquiring for any of their period,
icals tho foreign author's rights, thuy are
as just and liberal in their dealings us
any English house," was sent to that
Journal, signed by Walter Besant. William
Blank and Thomas Hardy,

Meanwhile, tho (Irm had by no means
lost sight of nutlvo authors. It seemed
to them formany years, as toniost Ameri
can publishers, rather a waste of time und
money to encourago American writers
of fiction when British writers of fiction,
of established American popularity, could
either bo had for nothing or arranged with
for advance sheets and priority ut much
less than the cost of encouruging effec-
tively the native novelist, wIiomj very
oxlstenoo and much more his popularity
was doubtful. Thero are only half a
dozen American numbers In tho long
series of tho "Library of Select Fiction,"
But they acquired more than their share
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of American historians, Prescott In 1849,
and published for him for oleven yoars,
until ho found ho could do better In Bos
ton. In history also tho European com-
petition was felt, forwofind Prescott writ-
ing sadly to tho firm: "But who will give
$2 a volumo for Prescott when thoy can
buy Mucaulay for 75 cents?" Neverthe-
less, for tho right of printing 6,000 copies
of tho "Conquest of Mexico" from Pros- -

cott's plates tho firm paid him $7,600, "an
enormous price," says Prescott, "which
I should not havo had tho courago to ask
any publisher. 1 hopo they may not be
disappointed, Thoy wero so far from
being disappointed 'that for tho "Con
quest of Peru they paid him $7,500 on tho
day of publication, or at tho raToof $1 a
copy. Hlldreth's "History of tho United
States," which has fallen Into greater
neglect than perhaps it deserves, was
published by tho Harpers In 1849. Thoy
had already In 1839 published Motley's
first book, tho novel "Morton's Hope,"
when In 1850 they took his "Dutch Repub-
lic." Whon tho "United Netherlands"
came to bo published In 1801 the legal
tender act had been passed, ond con-
tracts to pay In gold coin had been de-

clared Illegal. Accordingly the contract
for the publication of that work binds tho
publishers to pay to the author on tho
day of publication "two hundred nnd
sixty-eig- ounces nnd fiftocn penny-
weights of gold of such finoness that of
1,000 parts noo thereof aro of puro metal
anil 100 alloy," $3,000 In gold.

But doubtless tho most monumental
work, In promle of duration, over tho
nativity of which "the House" has pro-side- d.

Is tho Latin Dictionary. Origi-
nally a translation of Freund, to which
Andrews, tho senior partner of Andrews
and Stoddard of tho Latin Grammar of
half a century ago, was rather presump-
tuous in putting his namo, It was trans-
formed by Charlton Lewis and Charles
Short into not onh tho standard
dictionary but Into a thesaurus and Into
something like n concordance of classical
Latin literature. To havo an American
Latin dictionary adoptrsl and printed from
the American plates by the Clarendon
Press of Oxford is as cood a Guarantee as
we could havo that tho work will not be
superseded and the most solid compll
ment ever paid In Europe to Amorioan
scholarship. It Is a pity that tho ad
mirable and scholarly and convenient
"Harper's Greek and Latin Toxts" should
long have ceased to bear the original
Imprint.

In fiction It has frequently happened
that the Harpers published In book form
what had appeared elsewhere serially.
Tho most noteworthy instance Is "The
Breadwinners," which originally up- -
peared In tho Century, whllo tho volumo
emanated from Franklin Square. Tho
little Junius question which aroso over
the authorship of this was reopened by
the lamented death of John Hay, and
qulto Junian comparisons of handwriting
were exhibited to prove that ho did or did
not write the book. Tho small question
is finally closed In tho present volume
with the consent of Mrs. Hay by tho pub
lication or the rollowlng:

WaAhlngton, I). P.
Dr.Ait Mrt. HAsrsR The author of "The llreii-1-

winners" request me to atlc you whether there
may Is-- or no comlnr to him hy wy
of copyrlirht. If there 1 anything nnd jou will
Km! II to me I will ee that he cct It. He eeini
a nell rreanlnc itrfon with a large ami Inter
esting family.

1 lopl tic the year hai hroutht you much to be
thankful for, I am, yourn ilnrerely,

John Kit.
The secret has lcn wonderfully well

kept. Outeldo of Mr. Hay's family it
was known only to the lato Richard Wat-

son Gilder, tho editor of tho Century, to
tho lato Joseph W. Harper ("Brooklyn
Joo") nnd to Mr. J. Henry Harper, who
now reve.ils It

Thus far we have had nothing to say of
tho Mrilicnls, though a history of tho

houx of Harper which should make no
reforenos to tliem would Iw just about as
ncompleloasone which should s.iy nothing

of tliem us publishers of books. The
Mn'mtnr, legun in lb50, the Weekly, legun
in is"7 and tho liamr, liegtin In lsn", were
one nnd nil tho conceptions of Fletcher
Harper, and of all three he was tho direc-
tor nnd inspirer until ho died in 1N77.

About tho third his partners weresodoubt-fti- l
that ho had to threaten to start it as

his own individual enterprise beforo thoy
consented to havo It appear under tho
auspices of tho Ann. Of tho oldost nnd
mont famous and most successful of the.
three its projector said: "If wo weru
nhked why wo llrst started our monthly
magazine wo would havo to say frankly
tliut it was its a tender to our business,
though it Jias grown to something quite
lxyond that." There oun lie no question
tlint "it hns grown." Tho'oarly ntimlters
consisted considerably of condensations.
largely In the nature or "ground bait" or
such rorthcomlng books of the houso as
would lest lend themselves to that treat'
ment, of a British serial and of articles
of information on subjects as seemed
"popular. Tho writing was hack work.
Tim illustrations were not very good then
and would Iw Intolerable now. Until Mr.
Curtis, whoso early Howndjl books the
house had published, and who had contrib
uted to tho magazine such graceful trifles as
tho "Don Bobuill Fandango" stories, well
lorgotten now, regularly joined tho staff
by taking tho Easy Chair In 1854, thoro
was no attempt nt "literary quality."
No literary and still loss any nrtistlorcpu
tations wero mado out of the mugazino
in thoso curly days. Yet Its founder
know exactly what ho was about. From
tho first tho inngazlno "caught on." Its
circulation would not lie much in theso
days of "a million mid three quartern
weekly" and the samo monthly, but wlthlu
tho '60s It had Iwcoiiih prodigious for
thoso times, so grout that Its udvortising
would havo been worth a fortune to a
modem publisher, whereas In that prlml
tlvo period tho profits were altogether or
almost altogether from Bales,

In tho beginning the projector was his
own editor, himself received the con-
tributors and passed upon tho contribu-
tions, and pcrliups ho did not entirely
pretermit this practice until he had been
satisfied that in Mr. Henry M, Ahum he
hud seimrcd an infallible, mid us it were
nn iiutomntlu and almost unconscious
touchstone of "genorul Intorest." Mean-
while tho constituency of general Interest
had changed. Tho general lovel of cul-
ture had been raised, Morul seriousness
hud possibly declined, certainly had I icon
enfranchised und looked much less than
beforo to mere restriction, intellectual
seriousness had undoubtedly Increased.
What commanded the widest pohwlblo
popularity In the '60s narrowed Its upiieal
in the '"Oh, und tho "best seller" of a maga-
zine in tho '60h would hiivu lost Its rank In
the '70s. (,'i)niMtlltlou hud como In, com-
petition which ruined the litorary, and
quite us much llio plctoriul, standard.
Yet to these, now conditions tho muguzlno
promptly responded und supply met de-
mand. Theodore Thiunus once, when ho
was complimented on gruduully educat-
ing his uudiences to endure und finally
embrace more exuding muslo than ho
would have veutured to produce at first
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made answer: Oh, don't say that; wo' vo I

grown togothor." Similar was tho raising
of the standard of tho Magazine. It
could never have lieon so good as It was,
if It had ovor len content to bo tho voice
of ono crying In tho wlldornoss. Solon
vindicated his wisdom whon ho was asked
If he had given tho Athenians tho best
laws and answered: "Tho best thoy wero
capablo of receiving." Tho projector of
the periodicals wan almost Immediately

sucoeedod In tho direction of them by
his grandson, tho "Mr. Harry of "the
House, and tho present historian, whoso
modesty tloes him much less than justice
In suppressing tho great part ho person
ally played in raising In particular tho
artlstlo standard of tho periodicals. The
quest nnd finding of new artists who could
do Illustrations, tho recognition and en-

couragement of thorn when found, and
tho guidance and control of their work
to the extent of keeping it subject to tho
conditions of Its production, all this con
stituted not only an Indispensable service
to tho periodicals themselvos but a very
Important servlco to tho development of
American art.

Tho qualities thus Indicated wero as
necessary and as fully employed In tho
Weekly as In the Magatine. und gave that.
Journal Its conspicuous artlstia superior-
ity to any other of Its class and scopo.
But tho Weekly became, by a rather'
curious concatenation of circumstances,
an anomaly among tho periodicals. Mat-

ters or controversy, religious or political,
had been carefully avoided up to the
time of tho civil war. Oeorgo William
Curtis wroto with such grace, facility
and versatility as to bo an Indispensable
factor at tho start of now periodical en-

terprises by tho firm. Not only did the
"Easy Chair" do much to elevate nnd
reflno tho tone of tho muga-iln- His
original department In tho Weekly, "The
Iounger," was nn Integral part of the
project, nnd when the llatar was xturted
ho to establish In It still an-

other department, "Manners of tho Hoad."
As Mr. Edward Cary has set forth hi his
"Life." and as Mr. E. L. Godkln set forth
In disparaging his qualifications ns a
politician. Mr. Curtis was nlwnys essen-
tially au author. But ho had tho gift and
nldll nf fltlnnt nnrl tinruilnatvA Hneeolt ns

;wuU M writinB, A better publlo speaker
I never heard," said Dickens of tho beau
tlful speech ("Wave sweeter for him,
hedgerows of England") mado by Curtis
at the New York press dinner or 1888.
He had been just before tho outbreak
of tho civil war ono of the most popular
autl sought of tho lyceum lecturers who.
beguiled the hibernal tediums of those
good old times in the smaller cities, lec
turing on any topics that wero not con
troversial or burning. At tho outbreak
of tho war he was tho man who could
most acceptably voice tho sentiments
of Harper A Brothers, which then, mo-

mentarily, happened to Im tho sentiments
virtually of all Northern Americans.
What morn natural than that ho should
have been invoked to voice them? But
to this period of patriotio unanimity and
enthusiasm succeeded a period when
opinions were very much divided, when

good and wise men might differ and
did most decidedly differ, and "Tho Houso"
discovered that its "elegant" and elo-

quent spokesman of tho universal senti-
ment had opinions of his own upon the
new nnd disputable questions and was
minded to give these opinions the benefit
u his elegant nnd eloquent ndvooacy.
Hence ensued some troubled years.

rho trouble was aggravated by tho
ract that Thomas Nast, whoso carica
tures wero as much an asset or tho Weekly
as Mr. Curtis s editorials, nnd who was
much more reared, e. g.. by Tweed, tliun
his editorial chief, or colleague, had
equally opinions of his own on tho contro-
vertible questions, und thut theso wero
apt to run counter to those or the editorial
page. This littlo rift within the luto
kept on widening until it threatemsl to
"maku the music mute," und did mako
disinterested inquirers inquire, why u
publishing houxo hould entertain and
express political opinions on controverted
questions, und even if so should entertain
and exprers diumetrically opposite opin
ions on tho samo question. Cleurly this
Inquiry would not havo needed to bo
put H Fletcher Harper had survived to
reconcile and overrule the discordant
elements. These pages set forth somo
details ot the Internal dissensions, and
ulso disclose tho need there was or un
overruling arbiter to. prevent tho publlo
and unseemly exposure or tho internal
differences. Tho crisis wus reached when
tho sacred editorial page of Mr. Curtis
was Invaded, in Ills absence, to make
room .for tho deglutition of his previous
editorial utterances und to set forth thut
all loyal Republicans must turn to nnd
work for tho popular ratification of u
nomination, tho nomination of Folger
for Governor of New York, which nomina-
tion the Weekly had been long preparing
its bellpvers to bolt. This malutlroit
nppeat was understood ut tho time to
have been put Into shape by Eugeno
Lawrence, a rather ridiculous anti-pup- al

or "Orange" fanatio, whoso importance
"Tho Houso" of that period absurdly
overrated, and one regrets to find tho
present historian continuing to overrate.
Ono moral of tho story which In Its time,
as Clarendon has it, "administered much
mirth" Is thut a publishing houso really
should not, ut least us such, undertake
to propagate political opinions.

With nil these relations und compli-
cations, it follows that the archives or
"Tho House" must contain much Interest-
ing niattor. So thoy do, and tho presont
historian has drawn from these stores,
always, so far as wo have obsorved, with
discretion and in obsorvunoo of tho
written or unwritten rules governing
such cases. Wo huvo oven tho remon
strance of a reader or the magazine against
J. S. 0. Abbott's "Lire of Napoleon," and
tho biographer's stern rejoinder that
since ho "mado every lino ho wrote a sub-
ject of pruyer," ho could not consent to
modify it under a merely human pres-
sure. We have disclosures rrom thoso
two so different "best sellers," the author
or "Ben-Hur- " nnd the author of "Trilby,"
Wo havo some charming pages from Mr,
Howells relating his commotion with
"Tho Houso." Wo have, incidentally,
that absurd letter of Murk Twain's to
Queen Victoria, protesting against her
Imposition of an income tux. We do not
havo Charles Heinle's "smashing reply
to (loldwln Smith's attack hi the Toronto
Qlobt upon the "Terrible Temptation,"
omitted on account of Its length, though
luckily published in the "Hendlanu" of
the London edition. But wo huvo pages,
heretofore unpublished, of tho incom
parable raolness of that eminently read
able man. Merely us u collection of "una"
this would bo a remurkablo book. But
tho "una" uro inclilentul to u story which
w as very well worth telling aud which
is extremely well told

George Pm and the lleclnnlnK" nf
Quakerism.

Tho third volumo of tint exhaustive and
scholarly history or Quakerism which is
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being prepared under tho editorship of
Dr. Kufus M. Jones of Havorford College,
Pennsylvania, has appeared. The

of Quakerium (MAomlllan and
Company, London), by William C.
BnAiTHWAiTK, covers tho years from tho
tlmo when George Fox's messago was
accepted by tho "shattered Baptists at
Nottinghamshire, who ns the "Children
of tho LI glit" became his first community
of followers, up to 1000, when tho bright
outlook of tho first year of tho Restoration
was beginning to bo shadowed by tho ap-

proaching cloud of persecution. Tho
present volumo lacks tho dramatlo epi-

sodes which mado Dr. Jones's delight-
fully written history of "T.ho Quakers in
tho American Colonies" ns absorbing as
a romance, but it Is a book which no ono
who wishes to understand tho Quaker
movement or tho history of England of
the Commonwealth period should pass by.
llio Ptudent of religious history will find
hero a painstaking and impartial account
of tho birth of a religious nnd social ex
periment which stands unique as more
nearly paralleling in its Infnnoy tho con-

ditions or tho Apostolic- Church than any
fommunlty or its size which the progress
or twenty centuries records. It should
not bo inrerred from this, however, that
tho founder had tho breadth or vlow to
conceive and round out a plan for tho

organized and effective body
which afterward becamo known as the
Society of Friends. Nothing could be
further from historical fact. George Fox,
In striking contrast to his distinguished
follower, Penn, whose conception or tne
Holy Experiment" In tho New World

lorms one or tho most Interesting examples
or a preconceived Utopian commonwealth,
was a man or ono Idea, a fanatlo whose
enthusiasm seems at times to havo dipped

Into tho land of Insanity. Nor
was his idea entirely novel, tenner
Mr. Brnlthwalte In ills history nor Dr.
Jones In his Introduction to It claims that
Fox was tho first or the only one of his
generation to become sensible of the
presence of tho divine light in man, the
spiritual truth which became the vital
pr ncinlo of tho Quakers. Others who
hnd rebelled against tho dogma laden
Calvinism or tho Reformation and were
groping about for new light had come
near to tho same revelation. Hut rox
was the first to formulate It definitely and
to present It effectively. Ho had a moral
earnestness and a power of personality
which carried conviction in spite or short
comings or education and Intellect. Mr,
Brnlthwalto estimates very roughly that
at tho end or this first decade or the move
ment the disciples of tho "Inward Light"
had grown to a company of between thirty
nnd forty thousnnd. Remembering that
tho population of England at this tlmo was
not more than five million and that the
work was everywhere handicapped by
hostility and a certain amount of perse
cution and by the difficulties of travel,
tho number makes a very creditable show-
ing or tho growth or tho Quaker principle.

This history or the first years of Quaker--
Ism, beforo the movement had assumed
a form definite enough to bo known ns a
religious sect or society, would bo worth
studying if only for tho single purpose of
following tho career of one or the most
puzzling figures In religious history. Few
men who have influenced their generation
as strongly as Georgo Fox did his are so
difilcult to estimnto justly. Cromwell
arter their first Interview said that he
wns "no fool" and uniformly endeavored
to see that tho enthusiast and his fol-

lowers had fair treatment, nit hough Fox's
high handed exhortations and harangues
for a godly administration of the Com-
monwealth must havo grown tiresome to
so sugaclous and practical a ruler as the
great Protector. Macaulay with char
acteristic recklessness declared that
"there was no reason for placing Fox
morally or intellectually nbove Ludowick
Mugglcton or Joanna Southcoto, and
more recent writer, following in the groat
historian's footsteps, says that his journal
Is chiefly distinguished for "poverty of
intellect." Certainly there aro no literary
qualities In it to command tho admiration
of a brilliant stylist like Macaulay, but
neither does tho journal nor the history
which is now before us disclose the char
acter of Fox ns warranting Macaulay's
sweeping criticism. The unprejudiced
reader of the journal, from which Mr
Braithwaito makes numerous extracts
will be more llkoly to find In It evidence ot
a fairly good if not remurkablo mind
untrained and undisciplined, which is
forced into its struggle for expression by
a soul of extraordinary spiritual fervor,

There was a dual personality in Fox,
which may account for his often being
regarded us a madman and a cliarlatan
by contemporaries who were but slightly
acquainted with him, as well us for the
hold which he had on his followers. In
his moments of religious fervor Fox went
to extremes which wore almost as ex
aggerated as those or tho unhappy Naylor,
who entered London on horseback, es
corted by a company or men and women
casting their garments before him and
chanting "Holy, holy,, holy. Lord God of
Snbaoth." et .there was a stratum of
sanity uud oxoullont judgment In him
which mado him in his calm moments
a cupublo leader and a wlso and ehrowd
counsellor. Nearly all these early "pub
Ushers of the truth" wero hampered by a
luck or Intelloctuul training which pre
ventod ihem from clarifying iheir con
cepllon nnd exposition of the mystical
Idea of which they had caught hold, an
idea which even tho well trained mind
finds difficult to put into words simply
und clearly. It does not appear from Mr,
Dralthwalto's narrative that eltlior For
or Naylor over consciously or Intention
ally claimed to bo the Christ or an em
bodiipeut of divinity In a personal und
Individual sonso, but thoir hazy declara
tions us to tho presence of God in man
nnd tho extremo posltiveness of their
claims to know tho divine mind often
placed them under suspicion us antl
chrlsts. Fox was urrostod tor blasphemy
threo times, and when examined said
little that would clour him In tho estima-
tion or those who did not search beneath
his words for tho spirit which inspired
them. Blasphemy und vagrancy were
tho most frequent ostensible grounds for
the arrest of Quakers, but tho real concern
of tho authorities, whether Puritan or
Cavalier, wus nlwuys a suspicion of politi-
cal plots. During tho llfo or tho Com-
monwealth tho Quakers were frequently
uceused of Ixjlng Papists; overy broad
brimmed hat was supposed to hido a
shaved tonsure. In tho days of tho
Restoration they were looked at askanoe
on uccotuit of their Puritan tendencies.
Thus there was seldom a tlmo when a
considerable number of them were not In
prison. Their genuine innocence of any
political ufllliutlops usually did more to
effect their rele.iso than exhibitions of
morul or spiritual worth.

Dr. Junes in nis introduction to Mr.
Rraithwuito's volumo gives au interest-
ing analysis of whut ho calls the "pvoullar
psychical trails" In Fox's churucter.
"Nobody who is equipped with u moder-ut- o

amount or psychological knowledge,"
he says, "cull full to discover in the Journal

traoea of these 'peculiar psychical traits.' '
Although earlier readers seldom or never ,

notod the signlflcanoo of tho passagos
whlnh mireal Vni'n extraordinary con- -'

stltutlon, it is a fact that this Journal
is one of tho best modern blographl- - j

nersonalltv. subject i

to profound transformations, occurring
Independently of. the will and going on ,

below tho lovol of consciousness, trans-
formations deeply arfodting the functions
of body and mind; and at tho samo timo
a personality possessed, of raro moral and
a.,1..' ,,, n 1 riAnflfvaf tnn TlflflWIvl Wltil"""? """" .r
marked traits of leadership ana capuuio
of making, ho knew not how, an impres- -

sivo contribution to the religious progress
of the race." It was in these psychical
"transformations," during his four years
of solitary wandorings up and down thif
oountry, that the revelation camo to him
of his fellowship and direct personal com-

munion with God, of the over present
spark of divinity in man, and finally of
his ordination as a prophet to preach this
truth to his fellow men. Viewed from tno
twentieth oentury Fox's religious ex-

perience does not seem in any way re-

markable, but when we remember that
he was surrounded by the atmosphere of
Puritan England, whero doctrinal re-

ligion had reached its holght in tho elabo-
rate oreed of tho Presbyterians, his "open
ings" into a first hand religion assume a
different aspeot. While, as lias been men
tioned, thoro were others who iuui como
to a vague understanding of tho principle
of the "Inward Light." it cannot but bo
doubted that Fox honestly believed that
a new and proolous revelation had been
made to him. Mr. Braithwaito says that
it lias not been established that Fox
before his spiritual awakening had over
oome in direot contact with tho Boeh- -

mists or Famlllsts, the two sects anteda-
ting tho Quakers who held to dootrines
similar to the latter, so that it may fairly
be conceded that his spiritual message
oamo from wltMn.

That For was able to sway and con
vince men his intellectual superiors is
perhans as good testimony as there is
of his possession of the psychlo power
which often accompanies an Intensely
emotional and highly sensitive nervous
temperament. Nearly all contemporary
accounts speak of his plerding glance.
NnUirally ins Influonce over tho simpio
minded yeomen among whom much of
his work wns done was Immense. Mr
Braithwaito nays that often tho ministers
were afraid to face him. Fox himself
wrote that tho power of the Lord "Shook
the earthly and airy spirit in which they
held their profession of religion and
worship, so that it was a dreadful thing
unto them when It was told them. 'Tho
man In leathern breeches Is come," and
Mr. Bralthwalte tells of Christopher
Marshall, a minister at Woodklrk. who
believed that Fox carried bottles about
him which bewitched people Into fol-

lowing hlra and rode a great black horse
which spirited him away threescore
miles In a moment. It is not surprising
to learn that Uio divine who held this
Intelligent theory had been trained by
our own John Cotton.

A characteristic which probably helped
Fox in ills evangelical work but has an-

tagonized intelligent critics was his
extraordinary spiritual vanity. Mr.
Bralthwalte points out that, contrary to
most religious reformers, ho ecems at no
tlmo to havo been overcome wltn a sense
or his own sin or unworthlncss. All his
spiritual travail was In'behair of thoso
about him. Carrying his doctrine of tho
Inward Light" to a fanatical extreme.

ho seems to have regarded himself as sin
less and Infallible. So highly developed

naturally gave force
and authority to his preaching, but it
led him into ludicrous and unfortunate
extremes of conduct. Ho had u theory
that his spiritual powers enabled him to
know intuitively what others acquire
only by patient study. His fondness for
displaying Imaginary linguistic accom
plishments which this Idea bred orten
drew rldiculo down upon his head. Dur
ing a trip through Wales he writes in his
diary in perfect seriousness tliat "it was a
noted tiling generally amongst people
that when I camo still I brought ruin

. .i . and as far as Truth had spread
in tho North and South there was rain
enough and pleasant showers . . .
When thero Is a drought they genorally
look for tho Quakers' General Meetings,
for then they know they Bhall have rain,
and as they reoelvo the Truth and beootno
fruitful unto God, they receive from
Him their fruitful seasons also." Mr.
Bralthwaite's comment is that his "sense
of unity with tho creation was quite
strong enough to make him believe in
the meteorological effects of a good
Quaker tneetlng." When it came to
bigotry Fox wan as guilty as his Puritan
contemporaries. He was no more tolerant
than tho Parliament which drove Crom-
well to cry desperately. "Every ono desires
to havo liberty but none will glvo it."
But in tho realm of moral reforms and
ideals he was infinitely beyond his gen-
eration. It seems almost Impossiblo to
unravel a character like ills In which
narrowness and spiritual beauty, fa-

naticism and wisdom alternated so
strangely. That he wielded the Influence
which he did was probably duo to the fact
that ho hit upon a truth for which tho
time was ripe and thut he lived In un age
when his defects hampered him the least
and his good qualities wero tho most
effective.

The first followers whom Fox gathered
about him had only a few or tho qualities
which urtorward becamo synonymous
with the word Quaker. They were al
ways earnest and fearless, but tho mild
ness, toleration nnd good sense which
wero later equally characteristic of tho
Quakers they did not, us a rule, have.
In these oarly days tho company contained
a good many "airy spirits, whoso hystcrl
col actions and strange "testimonies"
brought tho embryo soot luto disrepute
and themselves Into jail. Richard Sule,
a convert in 1654, astonished the town of
Chester by entering it barefoot and bare
legged, dressed In sackcloth, with "ashos
on Ids head, sweet flowers In ills right
htuid and stinking woeds In Ids left.
Later he wont through the same town at
noon with a lighted candle In his haud;
This pilgrimago was supposed to be a
"testimony " as to tho usolessness of candle
worship. Jane Holmes, unother early
convert, who nt first was the instrument
of many "convliicements," later fell into u
"wild, airy spirit, whloh was exalted abovo
the oross, which kicked ugaihst reproof
und would not como to judgment." IVo
sober "publishers" reasoned with her, but
were unable to subdue the "wild spirit,'
Fox, although sometimes guilty or "sii
ness himself, always saw the undeslru.
blllty of hysteria In his followers and set
his face ugainst it. Ihe only exception
to this seems to nave been his oountomui
dug of the testimony of going nuked
through the streets, which muny early
Quakers felt themselves culled to make.
Mr. Braithwaito suggests that Fox's
attitude in tho matter muy huye been duo
to u feeling thut this testimony, which
Involved a mortlficutlou of tho spirit.

would be likely to spring from n sin-- r

if misguided convlotlon.
Even from tho first there was alwn ,x

minority of sane and, for that use. well )
balanced men among Uio Quakers, i iln
of tho best evidences that thero was
strong element of Judgment und sanity
Interwoven with Fox's extravagant u
that os tlmewentonthohystcrlcal element
in lits Beet uecrenseu ana ino solid dement
grew. Thoro were no men or great in.
tclleotunl ability or learning In this flrt
period or Quaker history, but there wvt
(l good many snrowu aim ingenious

t- - t. ii.,i ...nt...... .1,1. .
". . "",

and counter nomuaramems ot iru't
whloh was a favorlto recreation of lhiritan
England, tho Quakers held their own

'

against the accomplished theologians nf

tho Presbyterians. A great dipute with
tho ministers was held at Preston on'
March i, 105(1, from which the (Jimkcrs i
emerged triumphant. Alexander Parker,
ono of the debaters, recounting this fray
says: "Wo had a gallant charge upon
them and got tho victory through tho love

of our God. And tho Major-Gener- wm
very loving: nnd when ho passed forth.
did tako Gorvase Benson by the huml,
and afterward all tho rest vanished una
fled away; and wo got their places, and
sat us down, somo of us In tho place wliers
tho Major-Gener- al sat, and others In tin
priests' places: and all went away, and ws
wero left alone and had tho day; all crt
dashed aud silent."

Tho present volumo does not bring the
Quakers up to tho height or their develotH
ment. In tho year 10t)0, at which It stops,
they wero just beginning to assume the s
form of a religious society. Fox had no

Idea of founding n sect: ho regarded him-

self as tho prophpt or a universal spiritual
truth. Hut tho nature ol his teachings
tended to draw his followers together and
awny from the world and the tendency
was strengthened by persecution. In thin

proccssi of evolution For developed a
talent for organization. With that,
coupled with his lntultivo fooling for the
right side of moral problems, ho uncon-
sciously laid tho foundations of the or-

ganization which was to prow and em-

brace and Influenco men far more able

than himself. The Friends nover had In

England the opportunities for puhlio '
life which they found In the Colonics. In ,

the chaos which preceded tho Restoration
such u day seemed to be dawning, but It
never came. Mr. Bralthwalte says: "In

this year of continually changing authori
ties tho political prospocts or Quakerism
varied from month to (month. If Sir
Henry Vane had succecdod in establish- -

ing a stable equilibrium between llio
Rump and tho army an era of religious
liberty might havo been inaugurated.
The hopes of Friends ran high during the
last weeks of Muy."

The first months after Charles's acces-

sion seemed equally promising. Tli
new monarch was easy going und favored
toleration. He did not oven quarrel with .

the Quakers about Uio troublesome hat
testimony and allowed Thomas Moore,

a Quaker and a former justice, to enter
his presence without uncovering. Fox

wroto that "tho King was willing that one
sort of the dissenting people! should have .

their liberty, and tliat we might have- it

as soon as any. becauso they were senslhls
of our sufferings in tho former Powers'
days. Ho claims further that un in

strument confirming the liberty of th

Friends had been drawn up nnd was await
Ing the signature of tho King. Then
came the uprising or tuo -- rum r.ion-- ;

archy people, au extreme Puritun t

The loyalty ot the Quukers was uguln
suspected und persecution recommended

Readers who havo become interonttd
in the progress or this excellent history
of tho Quakers will look forward wit'i
pleasure to tho appearanco ot Dr. Jonep s
and Mr. Bralthwaite's noxt volume, which
will deal with the Quakerism of the Resto
ration, the period or fullest development
and most bitter persecution.

A WOMAN IN OFFICE 30 YEARS.

Mrs. Oentry's Vont Service as Postmis
tress of a Missouri Town.
From the Kmno.i Clfy Kfar.

A woman once helit tho olllce of 1'ost- -

master of Columbia, Mo for thirty jiurx.
woman olllce holder In tho State.
It probably was the lonpest term of uny

Mrs. Anno Gentry distributed the tnsti
carried to Columbia In staeo couclie.4

from 1S38 until 1S68. bhe received hi
her ray one-hu- lf of the proceeds of all
the stamps sho sold. Mrs. Gentry nun
tho daughter of Nicholas Hawkins, a sul- -

Uler In llio Revolutionary wur, and tliu

wlfo of Col. Rlchurd Gentry, who vus
killed In urmy servlco In Florida. i

Col. Richard Gentry was postmaster or
Columbia In 1837 when tho Secretary of
War Issued u proclamation calling on Gov
BogKS of Missouri for 600 volunteers fur
service nmiliiHt tho 'Seminole Indians In

Florida. Tho first regiment for that sen- -

Ice was raised In Columbia by Col. Oentr
Afterward four moro companies, two m
them contesting of Delaware nnd Otw
Indians, wero recruited und added to the.

tlrst. Col. Gentry took tho companies to
Florida In October of that year, and there,
soon after, the Colonel was Killed in
battle.

Thomas Hart Benton. United mates
Senator, was Cot. Gentry's closest frlenil.
He at onco used' his Intluenco to havo th"
widow appointed postmistress of Colum-
bia, and obtained the uppolntment from
Almos Kendall, the Postmaster-Gewru- l
ut thut time.

Mrs. Gentry conducted the post offic

and u tuvern together. It stood In the
very centre of the town und mis known
as Gentry's Tavern. Tho mall camo t'
Mrs. Gentry by a stugo which covered
the route from St. Louis to IiiueMi(lci'' '
It wus supposed to arrive every day. but
floods und other roubles somotlmt-- iniiilo

tho Interval between mulls two or tlnte
weeks.

Another woman succeeded Mrs. Clcntiy
In tho post omco ut Columbia. Shu w.

Mrs. Krnnccs Luthrop, wife of the Uit
president of tho University of

mother of Gardiner Lathi op of Kau-

nas City.

Animals House Danger of Storm.
Cot liid roneJiomfcnce f.o Aupelet 7li-i4-

lloiucu Smith, u prospector, wlm an-

nual mulies a visit to tho Coylna Vail' Y

from tho fustnesses of tho Sierra Jl.nl"
Mquiituliis, Hiiys that the tree
skunks und practically all other aiilman
found In tho Interior wilds huvo fuiMiMa
tho mountains uud luio come down '"
tho foothills, wtu-i-e they uro jiirmln
deep In tho earth to protect tliem-'!"-

from a Blent storm thut is drew Hut l'1'"
lirospec-lo- Is borne out In his stateim--
by seveiul old mountullieeru who iihmi uw
tlced the sumo thing.

"1 huvo noticed this fenr on tl' I ' '
nf nnlmals several times In my nioti'i'itin
ox)ierlenoc," suld tho piospectur, "",
eurh time there hns been a storm In tne
Interior mountains."

Woman Hurreeds Husband as Ak''"
Kun Job corrrspoiufntce Sm "(a

Cuii.
Mrs. Kllzabeh Ilurden Fpltxer. '''

of Lewis A. HplUer, who dlopped de.nl ut
his post of duty Thursday ufter iti.nl"
thirty years of service to the count ;
this inornlnK uppolnted by the Mosul '

Stiiiervlhois to the position of Count "

hHHSor, mailt) uauil ny lii - -

dentil.
Snntu Chun county Is tho Hist to c '

n Miuntii assessor or u uuiiiuu In ''l
the irlui-li- l ponlllotis other ihitn II

of Schools. Tin' l "
wus unanimous ut u kiktImI tni-,-- i; l
tho lumril this nmnilti!;. A nf ap-

plicants hud tutkud for th position


